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Objectives 

 What are accommodations? 

 What are modifications? 

 How do we do it in the classroom? 



Curricular Adaptations 
 

Curricular Adaptations are “any 
adjustment or modification in 

curriculum, instruction, environment or 
materials in order to enhance the 
participation of a member of the 

classroom community.” 
Udvari-Solner 
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Presentation Notes
Adaptations are the umbrella term which include both accommodations, modifications, and providing access.

Some curricular adaptations do not fundamentally alter or lower standards or expectations in either the instructional or assessment phases of a course of study and can be designated “accommodations”

Some adaptations do alter or lower standards or expectations and can be termed “modifications.”  These modifications, although providing access, will necessitate careful selection of assessment components to achieve accountability for performance





Accommodation 
 Changes made to the environment, 

curriculum, instruction, or assessment 

practices that DO NOT fundamentally alter or 

lower expectations in instructional level, 

content or performance criteria. 
V. DiCecco 



Modification 

   Changes made to the environment, curriculum, 

instruction, or assessment practices that DO 

fundamentally alter or lower expectations in 

instructional level, content or performance 

criteria. 
V. DiCecco 



Three-Tier Model of School Supports 

Students 

Academic Systems Behavioral Systems 

Tier 3 Intensive, Individual Interventions 
•Individual students  
•Assessment based 
•High intensity 
•Of longer duration 
 

Tier 3 Intensive, Individual Interventions 
•Individual students  
•Assessment based 

•Intense, durable procedures 
 

Tier 2 Targeted Group Interventions 
•Some students (at-risk) 
•High efficiency 
•Rapid response 

Tier 2 Targeted Group  Interventions 
•Some students (at-risk) 

•High efficiency 
•Rapid response 

Tier 1 Universal  Interventions 
•All students 
•Preventive, proactive 

Tier 1 Universal  Interventions 
•All settings, all students 

•Preventive, proactive 

80 % 80% 

15% 15% 

5% 5% 

Academic Systems Behavioral Systems 

John E. McCook, Ed.D. 



 Methods and Materials 
 Assignments and classroom 

assessments 
 Learning environment 
 Special communication systems 

Accommodations may be provided 
in four general areas 



 
Accommodations Activity 1: 

  

What do you know about 
accommodations? 



 Minnie is a second grade student with an SLD 
eligibility. She currently reads at the 1st grade 
level. Minnie can read and write the entire 
alphabet. She still has difficulty identifying and 
reading words with long vowel spellings.  
Minnie can read CVC words with the short a, e, 
and o spelling.  Minnie can decode some two 
syllable words. She has difficulty 
comprehending what she reads. She enjoys 
listening to stories and can comprehend stories 
read to her. She is able to restate sequences of 
events in stories read to her.  She would benefit 
from the use of graphic organizers. 

Presenter
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Whole group



Accommodations Match 

 Read the description of Minnie. 
 Identify each her strengths and areas of need and the students 

accommodations. 
 How would you support her in the general education classroom? 

Reading  
Strengths/ 
Abilities 

Challenges/ 
Needs 

Supports/ 
Accommodations 



Activity #1 

Reading Strengths/ 
Abilities 

Challenges/ 
Needs 

Supports/ 
Accommodations 

 read and write the 
entire alphabet 

 can decode some 
two syllable words 

 comprehend stories 
read to her 

 able to restate 
sequences of events 
in stories read to 
her.  
 

 difficulty 
comprehending what 
she reads 

 difficulty identifying 
and reading words 
with long vowel 
spellings 



Given both her strengths and needs,  
what would you do to support Minnie? 



Reading Strengths/ 
Abilities 

Challenges/ 
Needs 

Supports/ 
Accommodations 

 read and write the 
entire alphabet 

 can decode some 
two syllable words 

 comprehend stories 
read to her 

 able to restate 
sequences of events 
in stories read to 
her.  

 difficulty 
comprehending what 
she reads 

 difficulty identifying 
and reading words 
with long vowel 
spellings 

 Graphic Organizers 
 Summarize 
 Highlight Text 

 
 Others? 

Activity #1 



Student needs accommodations because 
he/she has: 

 Limited reading abilities 

 Difficulty understanding lectures and 
discussions 

 Visual or hearing impairments 

 
Methods and Materials for 

Instruction 



Can’t read? 

 Use audio version 

 Use alternate version 

 Use a videotape or movie 

 Use reading buddy 

 Use text to speech software 

 Methods and Materials for Instruction 



Can’t identify main points when reading? 

 Highlight text 

 Read summary or objectives first 

 Give vocabulary list before reading 

 Provide a worksheet or study guide for 
independent reading 

 Use hands on activities or diagrams for 
presenting abstract or complex concepts 

Methods and Materials for Instruction 



Can’t understand lectures and discussion? 
 
Before: 

Provide visual aids, advance organizers, 
give overview 

During: 
Provide note-taking organizers, 
emphasize verbally or with color 

After: 
Repeat, paraphrase, summarize; provide 
written summary aid, encourage questions 

 Methods and Materials for Instruction 



Visual or hearing impairment? 

 Preferential seating 

 Materials in alternate format 

 Specialized equipment 

 Special communication systems 

Methods and Materials for Instruction 



Student needs accommodations because he/she 
has: 

 Difficulty following instructions 

 Difficulty completing assignments 

 Difficulty with complex tasks and organization 

 Limited writing abilities 

 Difficulty taking tests 

Assignments and Assessments 



Difficulty following instructions? 
 Provide oral/written directions, include 

pictures or diagrams 
 Model, describe critical components 
 Complete sample problems or tasks 
 Have student paraphrase directions 
 Provide assessment rubric 

Assignments and Assessments 



Difficulty completing assignments? 
 
 Provide individual responsibility 

 checklist 
 Use timer to define work periods 
 Reduce work to essentials for 

 learning objectives 
 Teach use of a planner/calendar 

Assignments and Assessments 



                  Accommodations 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://web.syr.edu/%7Eiarar/arar_KB/ob_checklist.gif&imgrefurl=http://web.syr.edu/%7Eiarar/arar_KB/social_learning_checklist.html&h=183&w=199&sz=19&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=jPAr15SKk2qjxM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=self-monitoring+checklist&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&rlz=1T4ADBR_enUS221US229&sa=N


Modified 



Physical 
Facilities 
Equipment 

Behavioral  
Classroom management 
Behavioral objectives 

 

Learning Environment 



Physical 
Facilities 

Accessible 
Barrier free 

 
 

Learning Environment 





Behavior  -  
 Short attention span 
 Difficulty working in groups 
 Difficulty controlling own behavior 

 
 

Learning Environment 



Time Demands and Scheduling 

Allows extra time for exam 
Adjust length of time for a task 
Allow breaks between assignments 

 



Communication Systems 



Modification Accommodation 

Typical 



4th Grade Typical Student Story Board 



4th Grade Story Board With 
Accommodations 



4th Grade Story Board With 
Modifications 



Group 1 

Group 4 

Group 3 

Group 2 

Group 5 



Activity #2 

Accommodations Match 
 
With your group: 
Read the Accommodations in the boxes. 
Place each of the boxes (the 

accommodations) where you think they 
belong in the 5 general areas. 



  GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 
  

GROUP 5 
  

Methods and 
materials 

          

Assignments 
and classroom 
assessments 

          

Learning 
environment           

Time demands 
and scheduling 

          

Special 
communication 

systems 
  

          

Presenter
Presentation Notes
5 groups; each take 1 row 
5 minutes to work and 5 minutes to report back



“Let us put our heads together and 
see what life we will make for our 

children.” 
    Tatanka Iotanks 

    Sitting Bull 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s put our heads together and see what a difference we can make.
You can use pictures of your own students if you are going to do this presentation.
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